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Frankford Avenue

Frankford Avenue is one of Fishtown's gateways to the riverfront. It is shown here with a reconstructed 1-95 viaduct, including
portal lighting, a linear park and community facilities. This civic vision recommends a comprehensive “green streets” system that
incorporates stormwater best practices championed by the Philadelphia Water Department, the Complete Streets initiative for
bicycles and the design of 1-95 as a linear public space that opens neighborhoods to new riverfront development.

Existing conditions
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- Realign I-95 beneath the current Columbus Boulevard in a uy j
tunnel, and use the old interstate right-of-way for development. f g
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e Using the collaborative designs created for the Girard Avenue L8
Interchange as a prototype, implement these and other ground-level
improvements to reduce the divide created by the elevated highway:
- Build the elevated highway on structure, not an embankment, e )
thus preserving a view of the river from the neighborhoods al- N 5
lowing for physical access under the highway. N N
- Extend dead-end streets under the highway to continue the
street grid.
- Design elements of 1-95 at key through-streets to establish J
attractive civic portals that enhance pedestrian connections \

2008—2016: Full Reconstruction, Current Schedule

to the river and that use attractive lighting, public art and o
2020—2028: Full Reconstruction, Schedule Based on Elevated Structure Condition o

high-quality materials.
) . . B 2032—2040: Superstructure Replacement, Schedule Based on Cap Structure Condition - . et
- Line the highway structure with landscaped sound walls to el 5

create a more effective noise buffer and environmental treatment. Anticipated 1-95 Reconstruction Schedule
PennDOT's planned schedule for the reconstruction of 1-95 along the Delaware includes the reconstruction

- Provide high-quality, contemporary urban lighting underneath |-95.
of the viaduct in the north and south and the complete replacement of the Center City section.

- Prohibit billboards on either side of 1-95 in the project area.

e Eliminate redundancies in the I-95 ramp system in the project area
between Race Street and Bainbridge Street in light of the proposed

addition of a southbound exit ramp to serve Foxwoods Casino.
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LIGHT: TRANSFORMATIVE INVESTMENTS

Though federal funding for urban infrastructure projects has been in decline in recent years
(indeed, the federal highway trust fund is reported to be facing a deficit), recent events such
as the 2007 failure of the Minnesota I-35W bridge have focused public attention on the nation’s
underinvestment in infrastructure. This vision recommends that attention be given to the
potential for future federal funding of what the Brookings Institution calls “transformative
investments” in urban-infrastructure projects—projects that restore the physical landscape and
successfully stimulate economic growth. While the current economic and political climate does
not support these kinds of projects, the civic vision recommends that Philadelphia position
itself for “transformative investment” in the coming decades, when it is believed that
Congress will again be investing in cities. Private investment can also be utilized in such

a large-scale project as redesigning I-95. If developable cover is built over the Center City
stretch of 1-95, development air rights can be leveraged for infrastructure funding. Through a
combination of traditional federal funding sources and new funding sources, cities and states
can work together to address public infrastructure in a meaningful way. In order to maximize
opportunities for future funding, it is important that Philadelphia begin preparing for the

possibility of transformative investments today.

In addition, this civic vision recommends investigating coordination between PennDOT

and the Philadelphia Water Department (PWD), which is under a federal mandate to
address the city's aging sewer infrastructure. PWD is currently considering the use of high-
tech tunneling equipment that could possibly be used in the highway reconstruction as well.
Although any project of such magnitude would require significant political will and public
investment, it is necessary that government entities coordinate efforts to make large-scale

improvements possible.



